Drought Information Statement for

the Missouri Ozarks
Valid March 12, 2026

Issued By: WFO Springfield, MO
Contact Information: contact.sgf@noaa.gov

e This product will be updated by April 9, 2026 or sooner if drought conditions change significantly.
e Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements.
e Please visit https://www.weather.gov/sgf/SGFDroughtMonitor for additional information.
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& U.S. Drought Monitor 10:91 AM

i " >»>  Link to the latest U.S. Drought Monitor for Lower Midwest

e Drought Improves Across the Ozarks Region U.S. Drought Monitor

e Drought Intensity and Extent
o D3 (Extreme Drought): Limited across extreme
south-central and southeast Missouri.

o D2 (Severe Drought): Limited across southern and extreme
northeast Missouri and southeast Kansas.

o D1 (Moderate Drought): Across most of southern and
northern Missouri.

o  DO: (Abnormally Dry): Persists across much of the state.

U.S. Drought Monitor

Abnormally Dry (DO) Moderate Drought  Severe Drought  Extreme Drought Exceptional
(D1) (D2) (D3) Drought (D4)

Source(s): NDMC, NOAA, USDA, NASA; image courtesy of Drought.gov Data Valid: 03/10/26
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v.,.> Link to Recent Change Maps

U.S. Drought Monitor March 10, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor March 10, 2026

(Released Thursday, Mar. 12, 2026) (Released Thursday, Mar. 12, 2026)

Kansas Valid 8 a.m, EDT Missouri Valid 8 a.m, EDT

Drought Conditions (Percent Area) Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 finczor Sge’! None | D0-D4 |D1-D4 | D2-D4 nxZoZ S’
Curmrent 5376 | 46.24 | 1548 | 250 | 0.00 | 0.00 Curmrent 541 (9459 | 3488 | 852 | 1.81 0.00
Last Week | 5250 | a7.41 1548 | 265 | 0.00 | 0.00 ; ( Hoonrose. | 288 | 97.12 (5022 | 2000 | 252 | 0.0
A 27.36 | 5 . . ; — - 79.83 ! ; . .
3MonthsAgo | 75 g4 540 | 000 | 0.00 | 0.00 3MonthsAgo | 5 47 3049 | 453 | 0.00 | 0.00
12-09-2025 12-09-2025
Start of T ,_L Start of
1 Calendar Year | 68.26 | 31.74 | 13.65 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 Calendar Year | 472 | 95.28 (57.54 [ 11.61 | 0.00 | 0.00
01-06-2026 01-06-2026
Start of Start of
Water Year 8175|1825 | 509 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 Water Year 6.56 | 93.44 [ 63.57 [ 22.18 | 0.00 | 0.00
09-30-2025 03-30-2025
One Year 00 | 13.47 | 8653 | 28.24 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 One YearA0 | 5684 | 42.16 [ 10.95 [ 0.95 | 0.00 | 0.00
Intensity: Intensity:
[ INone [ D2 Severe Drought S [ InNone [ D2 Severe Drought
N\/‘{_N :] DO Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought :l D0 Abnormally Dry - D3 Extreme Drought
"‘*-——N [ ] D1 Moderate Drought [l D4 Exceptional Drought [_]D1Moderate Drought [Jlll D4 Exceptional Drought
The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions. The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
\ [ | Local conditions may vary. For more information on the Local conditions may vary. For more information on the
| K‘ Drought Monitor, go to https:/droughtmonitor.unl. edu/About.aspx Drought Monitor, go to https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx
Author: Author:
Brad Pugh Brad Pugh
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droughtmonitor.unl.edu droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Main Takeaways

e Drought conditions have improved by at least one category across much of Missouri due to moderate to locally heavy
rainfall since March 1st.

e D3 drought persists only across extreme south-central Missouri where locations have received less rainfall.
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx
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Y4 >»>  Link to Recent Change Maps

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Springfield, MO WFO
1 Week

March 10, 2026
compared to
March 3, 2026
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&: Recent Change in Drought Intensity
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- 5 Class Degradation
- 4 Class Degradation
[:l 3 Class Degradation
I:l 2 Class Degradation
|:! 1 Class Degradation
|:| No Change

|:] 1 Class Improvement
|:| 2 Class Improvemen t
- 3 Class Improvemen t
- 4 Class Improvemen t
- 5 Class Improvement

Main Takeaways
Drought conditions have improved by at least 1 category over the last 1 to 4 weeks due to several rounds of widespread rainfall.

&

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Drought Monitor Class Change - Springfield, MO WFO
4 Week

February 17, 2026
compared to
January 20, 2026
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Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 03/12/26

image courtesv of Drought.cov

Main Takeaways
Most locations across southwest Missouri and southeast Kansas have actually observed above-normal precipitation over the last

&

30 days.

30-Day Percent of Normal Precipitation

Precipitation Shown as a Percentage of Normal Conditions

0% 25%
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Source(s): National Weather Service Multi-Radar Multi-Sensor System; Last Updated: 03/12/26

image courtesy of Drought.gov

The greatest precipitation anomalies have been atop the Ozark Plateau and portions of the eastern Ozarks.

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
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Springfield, MO
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& Summary of Impacts 1091 AM

Y4 >»> Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Hydrologic Impacts Mitigation actions

® Near normal to below normal risk for river flooding this spring.

e However, the flash flooding potential will ultimately be event-driven and determined by local ® The Missouri Drought Alert

thunderstorm rainfall amounts. issued by the Governor has

e Streamflows are near to above normal. been extended through
April 1, 2026.

Agricultural Impacts

e There were no Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMORs) from the last 7 days across the entire * The Missouri Department of

states of Missouri and Kansas. Agriculture has an
AgriStress Helpline at

Fire Hazard Impacts 833-897-2474.

e \Widespread rainfall has limited the number of prescribed burns and wildfires since March 1st. Finer fuels

remain susceptible. e More information is
available at

Other Impacts muext.us/PSCFarmRanch.

o N/A
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https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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Calculated Soil Moisture Ranking Percentile Crop Moisture Index @
MAR 11, 2026 Value for the March 1 - 7, 2026
e ; T T : 7 y . Short Term Need vs. Available Water in a Shallow Soil Profile
50N ) Q ",‘:'
23 b, -

45N 1 Al
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Crop Moisture
DEPICTS SHORT-TERM (UP TO 4 WEEKS)
ABNORMAL DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE,
RESPONDS RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK

25N e A8 RIS e ata e Based on preliminary data
USES... APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT-TERM, WEEK TO WEEK, STATUS

1 2'0w 10'0w BO‘W OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS
LIMITATIONS... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW ROOTED CROPS Below -3 1to1.9
WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE FROM A SHALLOW
SOIL PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING -29to 2 2to 2.9
BELOW ABOUT 55F.IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG-TERM (MONTHS, YEARS)
_ _ DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. -19to1 . Above 3
1 & 10 20 30 70 80 94 95 99 0.9to.9

Main Takeaways
e  Soil moisture conditions have improved over the last month but remain below normal across the state
e Crop Moisture Index from March 1st - March 7th was above normal.

@ xftionaLOC_;ez:\r:c .'_:m_dt ; National Weather Service
\ ’ mospheric ministration = -
U.S. Department of Commerce Sprlngfleld, MO



March 13, 2026

10:21 AM

Main Takeaways 7-Day Quantitative Precipitation Forecast for March 12,

) . ) 2026-March 19, 2026
e Most locations are forecast to receive at least light -

precipitation over the next 7 days.
e [he heaviest rainfall is forecast across northeast Missouri.

e Some of this precipitation could fall as snow on Sunday,
particularly across central and northern Missouri.

Predicted Inches of Precipitation
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Source(s): National Weather Service Weather Prediction Center; image Last Updated: 03/12/26
courtesy of Drought.gov
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8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: March 19 - 25, 2026
Issued: March 11, 2026

3-14 Day Temperature Outlook @

11, 2026

Issued: March
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Main Takeaways
e The signal strongly favors above-normal temperatures and slightly favors below-normal precipitation for the March 19th-25th
period.
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. ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

v
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Monthly Temperature Outlook @

Valid: March 2026
Issued: February 19, 202

Monthly Precipitation Outlook @

Valid: March 2026

P
Probability

Probability
(Percent Chance) (Percent Chance)
Above Near Below Above Near Below
Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal Normal
Leaning P 33-40% 33-40%  33-40% | Leaning Leaning |33-40% 33-40%  33-40% | | Leaning
Above [ 40-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% Below Above | 40-50% [ 40-50%  40-50% Below
N B 50-60% Equal 50-60% [0 N I 50-60% Equal 50-60% [
P23 _ I 60-70% Chances 60-70% [ ) - ) I 0-70% Chances 60-70% [N .
Likely I 70-80% ] 70-80% [ Likely . Likely I 70-50% ] 70-80% [ Likely
Above B =000 20-90% [ Below . Above I c0-00% 80-00% [ Below
\ -90% -90% 8 -90% -90%
I 90-100% 90-100% [ I 90-100% 90-100% [

Main Takeaways
e The signal favors above-normal temperatures for the month of March.
e Thereis a slight signal for above-normal precipitation across the eastern portions of Missouri for March.
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¥, ”»> The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

Seasonal Temperature Outlook @
Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026
Issued: February 19, 2026
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Seasonal Precipitation Outlook @
Valid: Mar-Apr-May 2026
Issued: February 19, 202
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Main Takeaways

e The signal slightly favors chances of above-normal temperatures, but there are equal chances for precipitation for the period of
March to May.
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Additional Drought Resources 10:91 AM

For Additional Information Drought Impacts
=  NWS Springfield Webpage | IDSS Point Forecasts

Agriculture i Public Health
Farms, ranches, and grazing lands suffer, k A decrease of water can lead to an increase of illness,
] and increases the cost of their products disease, mortality rates, and adverse mental health
-> Graphical Hazardous Weather Outlook
Ecosystems Wildfire Management
. . . . e Harms fish, wildlife, and plants, as vyell as Dry, hot_, and windy weather combined with dyied out
M Issouri D rouq ht M on ItO r I Ka nsas D rouq ht M on ItO r the benefits these ecosystems provide vegetation can lead to more large-scale wildfires
! Manufacturing Energy
1 1 Interruptions in the water supply can resultin a Production of all types of energy requires water, and
D rou q ht M on |t0 r A rc h ve reduction of productivity or closure of facilities z  drought can severely impact energy systems and prices
. weather.gov @
CPC Drought Information

National Integrated Drought Information System (NIDIS)

2 2 2

National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMCQC)

Missouri USGS Streamflows | Kansas USGS Streamflows

Drought Safety

Trinity Lake, CA'dry lakel
Drought, 2014. Photo: USGS
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https://www.weather.gov/sgf/
https://www.weather.gov/forecastpoints
https://www.weather.gov/erh/ghwo?wfo=sgf
https://www.drought.gov/states/missouri
https://www.drought.gov/states/kansas
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/MapArchive.aspx
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
https://www.drought.gov/
https://www.drought.unl.edu/
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?m=real&r=mo&w=map
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?r=ks&m=real&w=map
https://www.weather.gov/safety/drought

